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THE GREAT HOLIDAY COOKIE SWAP 
Benne Wafers for Kwanzaa 

 

Kwanzaa Craft:   
Corn Pendants 
 

 Kwanzaa was developed in the 1960s to build community for African-Americans, but, anyone can learn 
about and appreciate the values the holiday represents: 

“Kwanzaa has always been about the celebration of values that transcend through racial boundaries. The 
seven principles of unity, self-determination, collective  work/responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, 
creativity, and faith; find purchase in the mind and hearts of everyone. These principles reinforce the  concept 
of community – in a community – not just African-American ones.” 

-Lee Standberry 
 

Our featured “look-alike” craft to accompany the Benne Wafer does not use sesame seeds like 
the cookie, but instead uses corn, which is often a featured symbol of the harvest at Kwanzaa.  

 

You will need: 
 

● Yellow popping corn 
● Craft wire (a pipe cleaner also works) 
● Clear plastic ring from the top of a 

milk jug or juice bottle. 
● White craft glue 
● Plastic lid to hold the pendant while it 

dries.  
● Scissors 
● Newspaper or brown paper to protect your work surface 

1. Cut a short piece 
of craft wire (about 
3 inches), make a 
loop, and wrap it 
around the plastic 
ring. 

2. Place the 
plastic ring 
flat on the 
plastic lid 
and fill the 
ring with a 
layer of glue 
until it is 
opaque. 



Supplemental materials for  The Great Holiday Cookie Swap, by Melanie M. Kyer. Illustrated by Joe Kulka. Pelican Publishing, 2020. 

 

 

3.  Fill the plastic 
ring with 
popcorn kernels, 
adjusting them 
with your fingers 
or a pencil until 
no more will fit. 

4. Add 
another 
layer of 
glue, 
covering 
the 
popcorn. 

5. Leave the 
pendant for at 
least 24 hours 
in a flat place 
where it will 
not be 
disturbed. 

6. When 
the 
pendant is 
totally dry 
and the 
glue is 
clear, 
carefully 
peel it 
from the 
plastic lid 

and cut away any excess glue. 

 
7. Attach a cord or chain as desired. (This 
could also be looped around a candle of your 
Kinara, the traditional Kwanzaa candelabra). 
 
 

Happy Kwanzaa!! 
 


